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All power in 
heaven and earth
Introduction
This is an updated extract from David Dickson’s 
Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew.  It opens 
up Christ’s commission in Matthew 28:18-20. 

Dickson (c.1583–1662) was a professor of theol-
ogy whose writings are both plain and concise. He 
wrote commentaries on many different books of 
Scripture.  

Dickson was a helpful counsellor to many in their 
spiritual difficulties. The Stewarton revival took 
place during his ministry in Irvine. Many from the 
parishes around attended his weekly exposition of 
the Scriptures. There were multitudes of converts 
during this time.

He opposed the unbiblical worship and church 
government foisted on the Church in Scotland. As 
a consequence, he sentenced to exile in Turriff for 
several years. 

He refused allegiance to Charles II’s claimed 
supremacy over the Church.  This cost him his post 
but his final days were drawing near.  On his death-
bed he said “I have taken all my good deeds, and 
all my bad deeds, and have cast them together in 
a heap before the Lord, and have fled from both to 
Jesus Christ, and in Him I have sweet peace”. 

01 Christ Draws Near
To remove all doubting from everyone, Christ draws 
nearer to them and speaks to the apostles in open 
hearing. He gives orders for gathering and ruling His 
Church to the end of the world.  

The Lord draws near to His own and communicates 
Himself to them in a close way when it is neces-
sary.  He does not neglect any means which may 
remove doubting from His weak disciples. Thus 
here, knowing that some doubted (v17), He “came 
and spake” in their hearing (v18).  

02 All Power
Christ as the Son of God has joint, equal and the 
same sovereignty in heaven and earth with the 
Father. This is communicated unto Him by eternal 
generation. He is also God Incarnate and God-man.  
As such He has supreme and absolute authority 
given to Him over all things in heaven and earth to 
and for the Church.      
    
All things without exception have been put under 
His feet for the good of the Church. The only excep-
tion is the One who has put all things under His feet. 

Christ has supreme, sole and absolute authority 
as the only Head and King of the Church.  It is for 
Him to appoint and maintain the way and means 
of gathering, preserving and ruling His Church and 
all its affairs to the end of the world. 

This is what we are to understand by these words 
when we compare them with other parts of Scrip-
ture. “All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth”.  
 

03 Those Commissioned
Christ has instituted a ministry of teachers and 
rulers of His Church. This is to continue from His 
resurrection to the end of the world. He says to 
them to go, make disciples and teach them to obey 
Him. “I will be with you unto the end of the world”.



 “Backsliding and declining from what 
folk have been, either in profession 
or practice, is and will be foremost in 
Christ’s charges against them” 



Make Disciples
The community of ministers and rulers of the 
Church have all the nations of the earth under their 
charge. They gather disciples to Christ from them. 
He tells them to go and make all nations disciples. 

04 Those Discipled
Christ’s disciples are anyone given to Him to be 
taught and governed by Him. They are dedicated 
and consecrated to Him.  They may come by them-
selves or be brought by others with authority over 
them such as parents and teachers. Christ has said 
of children elsewhere: “Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not”. Responsibility may 
and should be taken for all such. They should also 
received into the Church as disciples and baptised. 
He tells them to go, make disciples of all nations 
and baptise them.   
 

05 Church Authority
These are the community of believers or the body of 
baptised disciples in covenant with Christ. They do 
not have Church authority themselves.  They have 
not been given authority to gather Churches. They 
are not to preach or administer the sacraments, 
church discipline and other ordinances.  

Rather, this authority is given to the community of 
ministers, teachers and rulers. These are distinct 
from the body of disciples who are taught and gov-
erned. Thus Christ says to His ministers to go, make 
disciples, baptise and teach them.

Ministers and Church rulers do not receive their 
church power and authority from anyone under 
heaven except Christ. He has made all in heaven 
and in earth and He commissions them to make 
disciples to Him out of all nations. After saying, “All 
power is given unto me”, He adds “Go ye therefore” 
and make disciples of all nations.  

Christ’s commission to His ministers extends to 
bringing nations into subjection to Himself. They 
are also brought into covenant with Him to be His 
disciples and to obey all His commandments. They 
do this only by teaching. He tells them to go and 
make all nations disciples by means of teaching.  
This is what the original Greek means by “teach all 
nations”.  

Ministers of the gospel (as elders who both teach 
and rule) are the true successors of the apostles. 
They are likewise to administer the teaching, sacra-
ments and church discipline appointed by Christ.  
This is clear because they are appointed in the same 

“ministers and 
rulers of the 

Church have all 
the nations of the 
earth under their 
charge in order to 

gather disciples 
to Christ”

decree  with the apostles. Thus they are also  
spoken to in person by Christ when He promises 
to be with them “unto the end of the world.”  





I am with you
always
06 Baptism
Baptism is the seal of the covenant of grace. It is 
made between God and all disciples initiated into 
the covenant, whether older or younger. After Christ 
commands them to make disciples He commands 
that they baptise them. He says to go, make dis-
ciples and baptise them.  
 

07 The Trinity
There are three persons in the Godhead: the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. These are distinct from 
one another in order of subsistence and operation.  

These three are one God, undivided in essence and 
operation. They are equal and one in authority and 
power and their name and authority is one. It does 
not say to baptise them in the names but in the 
name of the Father,  Son and Holy Spirit.  

08 Responsibilities
 
1. The covenant of grace on God’s side and on 

man’s is made for cleansing and putting away 
sin according to the way and order prescribed 
by God. Baptism or sprinkling with water in the 
name of God is given and received to assure 
disciples of forgiveness of sins through Christ.  
It also obliges them to apply themselves to holi-
ness.   

2. The ministers and rulers of the Church are 
restricted to following the commands given to 
them from Christ. They must not give any com-
mands to the Church except the commands of 
Christ. They must teach all these commands 
and only these commands. “Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you”.   

3. Christ’s baptised disciples may not live as they 
wish. They must make sure to observe every-
thing that Christ has commanded His minis-
ters to teach them. He says, “teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you”.  

09 Christ’s Blessing
Christ’s help and blessing is guaranteed to faithful 
ministers. It does not matter in which part of the 
world or period of time they may be. He says, “I am 
with you unto the end of the world”.  

People should not be afraid to join themselves in 
communion with Churches of any nation under 
faithful pastors.  Christ has promised to be with 
such that teach faithfully whatever He has com-
manded.  He has promised to bless their labours 
to the end of the world. “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world”.  

10 Conclusion
Matthew the Evangelist sets an example for us. He 
concludes all the teaching in his gospel and this 
last promise by pronouncing “Amen”. This shows us 
that the whole Gospel of Matthew is solid truth and 
worthy of being embraced, ratified and accepted 
by all men.



“to promote the restoration 
of the Christian Church in 
Scotland, by informing, 
educating and promoting 
understanding of the 
attainments of the Second 
Reformation in Scotland”



Reformation Scotland Trust

The Second Reformation was 
a period of radical reformation 
and rediscovery of Biblical truth 
in the Church of Scotland.  It was 
also the period of greatest revival 
throughout the whole nation that 
Scotland has ever experienced.

We aim to promote the biblical 
understanding attained at that time. 

The attainments of this period were 
covenanted uniformity in doctrine, 
worship and church government.  

This includes the biblical standards for 
faith and worship produced by the West-
minster Assembly. Amongst these is 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
which remains the doctrinal standard 
of the Scottish Presbyterian Church. 

We are convinced that the Christian Church 
needs to re-engage with these teachings once 
more.  The Biblical truths reclaimed in the 
Second Reformation are the only safe foun-
dation for the future of the Scottish Church. 

Our aim is therefore to promote the res-
toration of the Christian Church in Scot-
land, by informing, educating and pro-
moting understanding of the attainments 
of the Second Reformation in Scotland.  



Reformation Scotland 
Whiteside House 
Bathgate 
EH48 2RX
manager@reformationscotland.org

Copyright © 2015 
by Reformation 
Scotland Trust 

Made available free of 
charge in electronic 
format.

www.reformationscotland.org


