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SCOTLAND’S 
JUDGEMENTS

Andrew Gray



 “This is that 
Scotland which in 
its afflictions sins 
more and more” 



God’s Judgements 
upon Scotland
Introduction
The following is an updated extract from a letter 
written by Andrew Gray on his deathbed in 1656. 
He died at the age of 22 years old after a ministry 
of only 27 months. His personal holiness was such 
that he was described as a “spark from heaven”.  
He was a warm and winsome preacher with deep 
spiritual experience.  Gray could also be searching 
in urging God’s threatenings upon the consciences 
of his hearers. Those who heard him testified “that 
many times he caused the very hairs of their heads 
to stand up.” “We may safely say that never in the 
history of our country did a man of his years make 
so deep a mark.”

The following solemn laments do not forget God’s 
mercy. Yet they must make us to tremble for 21st 
century Scotland’s national  sins. 

01 Our Judgements
It seems that currently there is open toleration in 
relation to sinful speech, desires and religion. Many 
are saying by the way that they live “Our tongues 
are our own” (see Psalm 12:4). I am afraid that the 
following woeful saying will be spoken in Scotland 
seven times more than before. Though God has 
“chastised with whips, He will do it with scorpions, 
and His little finger shall be heavier than His loins 
in former times” (see 1 Kings 12:11). 

If only our judgements that seem to be approaching 
were recognised. He whose furnace is in Jerusalem 
is likely to speak to us by terrible things in righteous-
ness. If these things were seen and printed publicly 
on a board it might make us cry out:
“Who shall live when God doeth these things?” 
“Who can dwell with everlasting burnings?” (see 
Numbers 24:23 and Isaiah 33:14). 

02 A broken Covenant
He has broken His staff of Bands and is threatening 
to break His staff of Beauty. He does this that His 
covenant which He has made with all the people 
might not be broken (see Zechariah 11:7-14 and next 
page).  Should we not fear that “the sword of the 
justice of God is bathed in heaven, and will come 
down to make sacrifice”?  This is not in the land of 
Idumea or Bozrah but on those who were once His 
people who have broken His everlasting covenant 
and changed His ordinance (see Isaiah 34:5).  

What will Scotland be called? Lo-ruhamah (Not 
Pitied) and Lo-Ammi (Not my People). Once they 
were Beulah (Married) and Hephzibah (Delighted 
in). A people delighted in, and married to the Lord 
(see Hosea 1:6-8; Isaiah 62:4).   

The curse described in Zephaniah 1:17 has been ful-
filled to a great extent in our days. “They shall walk 
like blind men, because they have sinned against 
the Lord”. Does not our behaviour under all these 
speaking and afflicting providential dealings show 
this?  Our fighting against God in the furnace with 
our dross not departing from us declares this to our 
hearts. It says that for three transgressions and for 
four He will not turn away the punishment of these 
covenanted lands (see Amos 2:6).  [The nations of 
Britain had joined together to covenant with God in 
the Solemn League and Covenant of 1643]. This will 
be our blot in all generations: “This is that Scotland 
which in its afflictions sins more and more”.



“Is Christ not 
constrained 
to depart...?”



Conclusion
03 How long?
It is no wonder then that we are asking: “How long? 
How long wilt thou hide thy face? How long wilt thou 
forget, O Lord? O Lord, how long shall thy jealousy 
burn like a fire and we hear the confused noise of 
war and of rumours of war?”  

God has said: “How long wilt thou go about, O thou 
backsliding daughter?” (Jeremiah 31:22) Are you 
not gadding about to change, turning his glory into 
shame, and loving lying vanities? 

There are four “how longs” that God laments over 
Scotland. They are mostly included in Luke 9:41 
“How long shall I be with you and suffer you?” [Gray 
may also be thinking of Exodus 16:28 and Numbers 
14:11, 27].

Is Christ not constrained to depart and to make us 
a land sown with salt and grass in our largest con-
gregations? Yes, believe it, before long those two 
things will be our lot. In Jeremiah 3:31 we read: “O 
generation, see the Word of the Lord”. Those that 
would not hear Him in His Word will see Him in 
His providential dealings.  All our threatenings will 
then be preached to our ears. “I will chastise them 
as their congregations have heard” (Hosea 7:12). 

O will poor Scotland behave as heirs to the sins of 
the Gadarenes who desired Christ to depart from 
their region (Matthew 8:34)? Will we (in a way) sign 
the bill of divorce before Christ signs it? It is probable 
that the three sad evidences of affliction in Isaiah 
47:9 and 11 will come upon us “in their perfection”. 
[These are the loss of children, widowhood and 
desolation. Gray is thinking of these things as spiri-
tual chastisements for the Church].  

I will add no more on a sad subject.   

Note on Beauty and Bands
Zechariah 11:7-11 is a prophecy of Christ who has 
two staffs as shepherd. Verse 10 shows that Beauty 
is the beautiful order of His covenant. The doctrine 
of that covenant directs the Church in worshipping 
and obeying God. In verse 14 Bands is explained as 
unity and common government.  Breaking both of 
these means taking away such privileges. (Sum-
marised from George Hutcheson’s Commentary 
on Zechariah).

“those that 
would not hear 
Him in His Word 
shall see Him in 
His providential 
dealings”



“to promote the restoration 
of the Christian Church in 
Scotland, by informing, 
educating and promoting 
understanding of the 
attainments of the Second 
Reformation in Scotland”



Reformation Scotland Trust

The Second Reformation was 
a period of radical reformation 
and rediscovery of Biblical truth 
in the Church of Scotland.  It was 
also the period of greatest revival 
throughout the whole nation that 
Scotland has ever experienced.

We aim to promote the biblical 
understanding attained at that time.

The attainments of this period were 
covenanted uniformity in doctrine, 
worship and church government.  

This includes the biblical standards for 
faith and worship produced by the West-
minster Assembly. Amongst these is 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
which remains the doctrinal standard 
of the Scottish Presbyterian Church.  

We are convinced that the Christian Church 
needs to re-engage with these teachings once 
more.  The Biblical truths reclaimed in the 
Second Reformation are the only safe foun-
dation for the future of the Scottish Church. 

Our aim is therefore to promote the res-
toration of the Christian Church in Scot-
land, by informing, educating and pro-
moting understanding of the attainments 
of the Second Reformation in Scotland.  
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