





Benefits of this Warfare

01 Greater Victory Over Sin

No wonder Christians these days complain so much that they are led captive by their iniguities: they are not constantly warring against sin. Something
of this victory is indicated in the promise of Revelation 3:5 that overcomers “shall be clothed in white”. This must be primarily understood of the heavenly
reward of an overcomer. Yet it may also include the meaning that those who are constantly overcoming will attain great spiritual contformity to God and
oreat nonconformity to the world. Are you greatly discouraged by your small success and victory in this war despite constantly warring against your lusts?
The dominion of your lusts will be taken away, though their lives may be prolonged a short time so that you depend on Him. Be convinced that the day is
coming when you will sit down on a throne after you have overcome as Christ also sat down atter He overcame.

02 Greater Spiritual Comfort

The overcomer will be given “the hidden Manna” (Revelation 2:17). Though this primarily refers to Jesus Christ, it also contains the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. A Christian who has constant enmity against his sins has divine contentment and unspeakable solace of mind. Whatever greatly interrupts a Chris-
tian’s peace has also interrupted that holy and divine enmity which we ought to have against sin. There is more real satistaction to be found in one day’s

serious contention against sin, than in having an eternity of enjoying the greatest pleasures in the world.

“Strive to have strong impressions of the
bitterness of sin so that you may taste the
comforts of the Holy Spirit”
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03 Greater Assurance

In Revelation 2:17, Christ promises overcomers that He will give them “a new name” (speaking of adoption). No one can know this name except the one that

receives it. Certainly there is nothing that clouds a Christian’s hope or darkens his assurance as much as a break in this holy warfare. Through it he attains the

most certain persuasion of his victory over his corruptions. Paul says in 2 Timothy 4:8, “| have fought the good fight of faith”. From this he infers that there is

[aid up for him a crown of righteousness. This certainly implies that in his constant endeavour to wrestle against corruption, Paul attained great certainty of

overcoming. Itisimpossible for a Christian who interrupts this holy wartare to have any assured persuasion that there will be a blessed outcome to their warfare.

Fvery day that putting sin to death is interrupted is like a line drawn through the evidence of our peace with God. In due time that precious evidence of peace

becomesiillegible. A Christian who can keep assurance of faith without putting sin to death may suspect the reality of such assurance. Mortification and assur-

ance live and die together, they are weak and strong together. God ordinarily rewards Christian who puts sin to death with the intimation of their peace. He

takes them into the eternal purposes of His heart and the secrets of His counsel. He lets them see their name written in the records of heaven, lest they faint

in the day of adversity and prove their strength to be only small. Did you ever find that when you were most seriously putting sin to death you were admitted

to behold that precious and everlasting hope?

04 Greater Knowledge of the Enemy

Through constant warfare against sin a Christian gains great practical knowledge of the deceiver of the brethren. Those who are constant in this wartfare
know best the unique subtleties of Satan. They can most clearly fathom his deep devices. Likewise, they know best the unsearchable deceitfulness of their
own heart. There is great advantage in gaining both of these in order to have our confidence and hope not in self but in Jesus Christ as the Captain of our
salvation. We must go to Him when the blast of the terrible one is as a blast against the wall and the archer shoots at us and grievously wounds us. His name

s everlasting strength and by His strength we may be enabled to overcome.

05 Greater Exercise of Grace

Constant warfare against sin is the grace which keeps all the graces of the spirit in action. It is the cog that moves all the others. Putting sin to death involves

all the graces of the spirit combined in one and exercising themselves in one act. Faith (the shield of taith) and hope are exercised in this blessed wartare.

Hope holds up the crown of immortal glory in its right hand with t
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otto engraved on it, “he that perseveres to the end shall be saved, and obtain this

fare. This sentinel stands on the watch tower, and warns a Christian of the enemy’s



“There I1s more real
satisfaction to be
found In one day’s
serious contention
against sin, than in
an eternity of

enjoying the
greatest pleasures
In the world”




movements. It warns us when corruption first begins to stir. Love is greatly exercised in this blessed wartare. When a Christian beholds the divine and un-

searchable compassion of Jesus Christ upholc

exercised in this blessed wartfare. When faith
coes to the Captain of our salvation for help

when faith and watchfulness are on the

pattle-tield with our inward corruptions.

06 Greater Communion with God

Constant wartfare attains the most intimate communion and fellowship with God. Do you know why you have not been in heaven for many days? It is

because you have not been fighting for many days. This is clear from Revelation 2:17, where the overcoming Christian is promised the sweetness of Jesus
Christ. Likewise Romans 8:13 and Romans 7:24-25 where wrestling Paul has songs of everlasting praise in his mouth. Strive to have strong impressions of
the bitterness of sin so that you may taste the comtorts of the Holy Spirit.

07 Greater Hatred of Sin

The Christian that puts sin to death has the strongest impression of the sinfulness of sin? There are some sins that Christians seem to allow themselves in
practice. They seem less serious and they give themselves latitude to commit them. Unless a Christians is highly sensitive they can commit sins inconsistent

ing them in the heat of the battle it makes the grace of love burn and live within a Christian. Prayer is much

begins to die, hope begins to lose courage, watchfulness begins to sleep, and love grows cold, then prayer
in the day of need. Prayer corresponds between heaven and earth. Prayer stays on the mountain with Christ,

with the exercise of grace within and its spiritual nature. But it we reasoned aright we would even be provoked to resist sin because of its disadvantages.

08 Greater Conformity to God

A Christian who puts sin to death has greater conformity to God. He is made a partaker of the divine nature, of that invisible majesty. This is clear from Rev-

elation 3:5 where the promise, “I will clot
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